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Xyron® Wishblade® Create & Cut™ Software 
Mac® Update  

 
 

Welcome to the Xyron Wishblade Create & Cut ‘Mac Update’ Tutorial.  The Mac version of 
the Create and Cut software has been updated with two additional features:  Autotrace and Print & 
Cut which will make your Wishblade even more versatile.    This tutorial will give you step by step 
instructions on how to use these features. 
 
 
Changes in Create & Cut Appearance  
  
 Both the Standard Toolbar and the Basic Sidebar now have an additional button.   
 
Standard Tool Bar with Cut Contour Feature: 
 

 
                                      Cut Contour button 
 
Basic Sidebar with Auto Trace Feature: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                        Auto Trace Button 
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Auto Trace 
 
 The Auto Trace feature allows you to automatically trace an image by simply placing a 
bounding box around it.  You will no longer need to manually trace the images you import into Create 
& Cut™.  

Note:  This feature works with the following file types:  .jpeg, bitmap, and .tiff.  You may, 
however, get an error message stating, “You must select an area of a bitmap to trace.”  Please 
disregard this message, as you are able to trace all three types of files listed above.   
 
Follow these steps to autotrace your image: 
 

1. Import either a .jpeg, bitmap or .tiff file and place it in your design area. 
2. Select the Auto Trace function by clicking on the button located on the sidebar OR by 

opening the Bitmap menu and selecting Autotrace. 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Using your mouse, create a box with the Autotrace cursor which completely surrounds the 
image you want to trace.  To do this, click and hold while draging the mouse diagonally 
across the image.   If you wish to only trace a portion of the image, only surround that 
section within the box.   
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4. Create & Cut™ will now automatically trace the image.  This may take a few moments.  

The finished outline can now be seen around the image. 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Using the Design Central menu, you can manipulate the noise, corners, resolution, and 

tolerance.   
 

                  
 

6. You can now manipulate your imported image as you would one that was created in the 
Create & Cut program.  Use the features found in the toolbars and in Design Central to do 
so.    

 
Notes:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use this drop down menu to change 
the color of the Auto Trace. 
 
 
 
Use this button to change the corners 
from 90 degrees to round. 
 
Use this button to select the inverse 
of your image.  It will select the the 
areas surrounding your image.  
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Print and Cut  
 

The Print and Cut feature provides you with the capablity of cutting out an image you have 
printed from your home printer.  You can use this feature to cut out an image you have either created 
OR imported into Create and Cut™.   
 
 The way this feature works is by placing “registration marks” around your image which are 
recognized by the optical eye in your Wishblade® machine.  The eye will find these registration marks 
allowing the Wishblade software to line up the printed image with the cutting path so that the image 
can be cut.     
 
Once you have created an image you would like to Print and Cut, proceed with the following steps: 
 
Note:  If the image you wish to cut is an imported .jpeg, .tiff, or bitmap, you must manually trace it 
before starting these steps.   
 
IMPORTANT:  Using the auto-trace feature while you are using the Print & Cut feature is 
extremely difficult and advanced!  It is much, much easier to manually trace and adjust the points 
when utilizing the Print & Cut feature. 
 

1. From the top menu bar, go to the Effects pull down menu.  Select Contour Cut. 
 

 
 

Notes:________________________________________________________________________ 
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This button allows you to change the type 
of corner. 

 
2. In Design Central, select Contour from the pull down menu.  If needed, manipulate the 

settings to meet your needs.  Then click on the green check mark. 
 

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Your image will now look like this:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use this to manipulte the distance 
between the cut lines and the border of 
the image. 

Click the green check mark to apply Cut 
Contour to the image. 

Notice the outline 
surrounding the image. 
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3. Next, go back to the Effects menu and choose Contour Cut Mask from the pull down 

menu.    
 

Note: If this feature is not available, it means you did not press the green check mark in the 
last step.   

 
 

4. Your Design Central menu will now look like this.  This step will place three registration 
marks (“L” shaped marks that are recognized by the optical eye on your Wishblade®    
machine) around your image.   Press the green check mark to apply this step.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Notes:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This feature is important in making sure the 
optical eye will recognize the registration marks.   
 
Note: You will need to have at least 1 inch 
between the registration marks and the edge of 
your paper on both sides.  Manipulate this 
number until you achieve that distance on either 
side.   You can check the distance in the 
Production Manager preview screen.   
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Your image will now look like this: 

                  
 
5. You can still manipulate the placement of the registration marks by going to Design Central 

and clicking on the tab with the green box. 
 

 
 
6. Now go to File and Print .   This will send your image to your personal printer.  Depending 

on your printer, you may need to change the settings in its setting mangager. The 
registration marks will need to be printed clearly, so it is advisable to choose a higher 
quality print option.   

 

Registration Mark 

Note:  Make sure ALL THREE registration marks are printed.  They 
must also be at least 1 inch from the edge of your paper on both sides.   
If the registration marks printed lightly, you may need to go over them 
with a felt tip pen in order for the optical eye to recognize them. 
 
VERY IMPORTANT:  Open the lid to the Wishblade® and begin 
feeding the mat into the machine, making sure the side with the two 
registration marks goes in first.  This will seem backwards since on 
the preview in your Cut/Plot screen will show the registration 
marks with 1 at the top and 2 at the bottom.    
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7. Now that your image is printed, you will need to place it on your cutting mat or run it 

through the Xyron® 9” Creative Station™ and then load it into the Wishblade®.  Open the 
lid to the Wishblade and begin feeding the mat into the machine, making sure the side 
with the two registration marks goes in first.  This will seem backwards since the 
preview in your Cut/Plot screen will show the registration marks with 1 at the top and 
2 at the bottom.   The registration marks must be between the two rollers.  If they are not 
within the rollers, the optical eye will not be able to see them.    

 
8. Roll your paper into the machine until the horizontal line of your registration mark is just at 

the outer edge of the roller bar. If your machine doesn’t seem to be recognizing the 
registration marks you may need to play with the position for the optical eye to ‘find’ them. 
If you are using this feature in direct sunlight, it is advisable to close the Wishblade lid to 
minimize optical interference. 

 
 
 
9. Now it is time to actually cut out the image in Create and Cut.  Choose the Cut Contour 

feature from the basic toolbar or from the File drop down menu.  
 

                   
 
 

Print (cmd P) 

Cut Contour 
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Notes:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. The Cut Contour screen will now be open.  Click Send. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The optical eye will turn on and begin searching for the registration marks.  Once all three 
marks have been found, the Wishblade® will begin cutting out the image. 

 
Note:  If the registration marks are not found a “Read Port Error”  message is displayed in 
the Production Manager. You will need to go back and change the placement, clarity and 
thickness of your marks.  Do so by playing with the settings in Design Central as shown in 
the previous steps.  You may also want to turn off the border in your printer options as the 
optical eye can mistake the border line as a registration mark. 


